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ABSTRACT

This research paper deals with the study of languig social context. It, also defines the concept o
sociolinguistics, communicative competence and Uistic competence. Functions of language, a usefstinction

between structural and functional approach to theysof language are dealt with.
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INTRODUCTION

We can define sociolinguistics as the study of lege in relation to society. The question of whoais
sociolinguist and who is not is not so importanttlas question of what the difference is betweerodioguistics and
linguistics. Broadly speaking linguistics diffenoifin sociolinguistics by taking account only of thteucture or form of
language, and by excluding social contexts in whhah language functions. Hymes (1974) draws a usk$tinction

between the structural approach and the functiapptoach, to the study of language:

Table 1
Structural Functional
The linguist is interested in Describing the The sociolinguist is interested in describing the
structure (form) of language (code). structure of speech, i.e. the ways of speaking.
Analysis of code is primary and analysis gf Analysis of language use is primary and analysis
language use is secondary of code is secondary.
language is seen as performing a referentidhnguage is seen as performing a gamut of
function sociocultural functions
Language is considered to be homogenegusanguage is considered to be heterogeneous far
for the community. the community i.e. it comprises varieties.
Rules in linguistics deal with Rules in sociolinguistics deal with
grammaticality appropriateness.
The linguist is interested in the native The lsomolmgm_st IS interestesh th_e Ianguage
D . . user's communicative competende. his/her

speaker's linguistic competence, i.e. his/her | .. :

e ability not only to produce grammatical sentences
ability to produce and understand the . . i~

! . of his/her language but alduis/her ability to use
grammatical sentences of his/her language : . .
them appropriately in a socio-cultural context

The linguist is interested in analyzing the | The sociolinguist is interested in analyzing
sentence, out of context. meaningfuldiscourse

Functions of Language

In the preceding section we referred to the notibfunctions of language. There are several mooklanguage

functions. Traditionally linguists have talked abtihree overlapping functions of language:

»  Cognitive function, i.e. the expression of ideas, concepts and thsught
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« Evaluative function, i.e. conveying attitudes, values, etc.
» Affective function, i.e. transmitting emotions and feelings.

This traditional model was found to be unsatisfactso several revisions have been suggested. Qcle s

suggestion is by Halliday (1973). He suggests difiewing three functions:
Ideational function, i.e. the expression of experience

interpersonal function, i.e. the expression of the speaker’s role insffeech situation to establish and maintain

social relations.

Textual function, i.e. the choice of grammatically and situatioprapriate sentences, and the ordering of content

in a cohesive and logical manner.
Sociolinguists generally refer to the following $irmnctions of language:
Expressive function,i.e. utterances express the speaker’s feelingexaonple: | am feeling great today.
Directive function, i.e. utterances attempt to get someone to do $amget-or example: Clear the table.
Referential function, i.e. utterances provides information. For examighg wife is pregnant.

Metalinguistic functions, i.e. utterances commenton language itself. For example: "Decoction’ id Bo

common word.

Poetic function, i.e. utterances focus on aesthetic features afulage. For example: a poem; an ear-catching

motto, a rhyme. She sells sea-shells on the saa-dleighbour’s envy — Owner’s pride.
Phatic function, i.e. utterances expresses solidarity and empaithyothers. For example: How are you?
Linguistic Versus Communicative Competence

The linguist is interested in describing the stpetof language, i.e. the rules that deal with graticality. Most

modern linguistic theories are concerned with tBiensider, for example, a statement by Chomskyg196

Linguistic theory is concerned primarily with anea speaker listener in a completely homogeneoascép
community, who knows its language perfectly andnaffected by such grammatically irrelevant cois as memory
limitations, distractions, shifts of attention ainterest, and errors (random or characteristigpplying his knowledge of

the language in actual performance.

Hymes (1971) in a powerful theoretical paper, afiisma critique of this approach to language, andtpaut
that:

* Chomsky's theory posits ideal objects in abstrachiom socio-cultural features. Acquisition of costence

is seen as independent of socio-cultural featunrdgarformance as adulteration of ideal competence.
« ii. Chomsky's theory takes language structure@snaary end in itself and depreciates language use.

Hymes illustrates with a number of examples thard is nothing like a homogeneous speech commutitgn

ideal native speaker-listener. What actually eaista combination of community diversity, diffei@htompetence and a
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repertoire of codes/varieties/styles.

Hymes, therefore, argues that we require "a thdébay can deal with a heterogeneous speech community
differential competence, and the constitutive rolesocil-cultural features”. (277) a linguistic trg that can take into

account factors, such as the ones stated aboedléd @ theory of communication competence.

Hymes' formulation of the theory of communicativempetence rests on the recognition of the followfogr

points:
» Whether and to what degree something is formalbsitide, i.e. something which is grammatical
» Whether and to what degree something is feasilelesomething which is acceptable
»  Whether and to what degree something is approgriatlation to a context.
* Whether and to what degree something is in facedaatually performed.

The theory of communicative competence, in our yigkes into account not only the facts of languawggealso

of its use. It has therefore been widely appliethtmuage teaching/learning situations.
Basic Concepts in Sociolinguistics

Since the basis of sociolinguistic theory is larggiase | would like to introduce you to certainiba®ncepts.
Speech Community

The term 'speech community' is widely used by dimgjaists as well as by linguists. Bloomfield deftha speech
community as "a group of people who interact by mseaf speech” (1933:42). Lyons (1970:326) says #hapeech

community comprises " all the people who use arglaaguage (or dialect)".

These definitions are too simplistic and do noetaknumber of factors into account. Gumperz (1992d2fines
a speech that, we will define ( a linguistic comiityg)ras a social group, which may be either morgpled or multilingual,
held together by frequency of social interactiottgras and set off from the surrounding areas, bgkmesses in the lines

of communication.
This definition recognizes the fact that, a spemmnmunity can share more than one language orctliale

Labov (1970) emphasizes shared attitudes to lamgimalgis definition of a speech community. On thieeo hand

LePage (1968) emphasizes group identity as a desistc of a speech community.

Each of the above definitions allows us to defireetiof people who have something in common lingaily, a
language or dialect, interaction by means of spegehnge of varieties, attitudes and group idgn8b when you come
across the term 'Speech community' in sociolinguikterature remembers that it can refer to any ar all the

characteristics discussed above.
Speech/ Verbal Repertoire

Speech repertoire refers to the range of languagearieties of a language available for use bgeaker each of
which enables him/ her to perform a particular abile. We need this term to refer to languagasgties, and styles that

individuals and groups have in their repertoireedomunicate in social situations. We can therefalle individual and
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community repertoires.

To quote Gumperz (1964), "verbal repertoire...is siaiply composed of linguistic forms. It is alwayset of
varieties each with its own internal structure”.eT¢oncept of speech/ verbal repertoire allows udetal with speech
communities of all types — monolingual, bilingualdamultilingual. The verbal repertoire of the sdlexh monolingual
communities comprises varieties, dialects and sty@n the other hand, the repertoire of bilinguad anultilingual
communities comprises two or more languages andvhgeties, dialects and styles. All such comntiesican be studied

within the framework of the concept of the vertegertoire.
Speech Situation; Speech Event; Speech Act

While linguists analyze language as sentences {deosocial context), sociolinguists analyze laage with
reference to the socio-cultural context in whiclisiused. We therefore need a format of analysishith we take into
account concepts like the speech situation, thectpevent and the speech act. According to Hym@884{1 within a
community one readily detects many situations aatet with (or marked by the absence of) speechh Situations can
naturally be described as ceremonies, fights, hunésls, love-making and the like. Hymes suggéwts such situations

may enter as contexts into the statement of 'eflepeaking’ as aspects of setting.

A speech event is a smaller unit of descriptiomttie speech situation. Hymes (1974) says thatetine speech
event will be restricted to activities or aspectsactivities that are directly governed by rulesnmrms, for the use of

speech. For example a conversation, a lecturenaafantroduction

The speech act is the smallest unit of the conttegitwe are discussing. It represents a levelmisfrom the
sentence, and not identifiable with any single iparbf other levels of grammar. A speech act isrecfional unit while a
sentence is a formal unit. The function of an aftee can be signaled by a conventional formulagkample: | hereby
order you to leave this building =command), intéorat(for example: "Go: Go. = command: polite requesd social
relationship between the speaker and the heaneextomple: Would you mind typing this letter? = eoemd when uttered

by a superior: = request when uttered by an equal).
SUMMARY

The study of language in social contexts is thgesthmatter of sociolinguistics. A sociolinguisssinterested in
the functions of language and not just form; comicative competence and not just linguistic competerWWe also
discussed some basic concepts useful for the sthiinguage in socio-cultural contexts, e.g. spemzhmunity, speech

repertoire, speech situation, speech event anatiszez.
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